
December 7, 1954 

Dr. Ernest w. Boodpasbre 
Armed Ire,,, Institute of Patholog~r 
Vlaahington 25, D.C . 

Dear Dr. Goodpaatum : 

Thank you for your int4mmting letter of the 5th. I am personally very 
much gratified at the opiniona you sapresm d relative to tie integration 
of the medical &xools with tbsir uniwraftisar. Similar oomresnta by Dr. 
Lippard at Tale aml our own Dean Bowers emourage the belief that there ia 
a spralling tide in thihl dkection. ds you my know, I startad my own rsseamh 
career aa a nedioal student but lsf t the nrsdical school for a Ph. D. program 
when 1 discowrsd that the KD. program at my alma matclr left too little 
tin@ an3 intercsst for research training. I hope that this disilluaio~nt 
will be averted for futme generationa of rt&mta. 

It ier then perhaps no coincideme that the poedble role of genetics in 
the mdical school should be of QAmmt to semral i.tmtitufAons. Perhaps 
you would be interested $n an outllne I have prepared as a basis for dis- 
ouraion with them. I feel that a genetiosr unit in rasidencs at the medical 
rschool itself would be bound to have a greater impaat then if it is located 
at another affiliated college, but ths first ruqA.reaent is that the subject 
be soundly repremnted at k&e university altogethbr. I also feel that human 
gunetins gg,g s is too narrow a uhanml for the manifold podlJs of lmac t of 
gmsticro with msdiaine, some of whlnh are listed in thus sncloaure. The main 
gmlAfioation for laaderahip would be a aound appreciation of all the fields 
of genetiE8, coupled with the capacity to coamuaioate with his clinical col- 
leaguea and students, and partimlar research abilities fn any one of many 
awientiflc fialda related to llvrdicine. Unhappily, very few medimll~ trained 
wokke~s in thia country exia t to fill the bill, and are not likely to appear 
until thia~ kind of progrm ia, installed in OUP medical schools. 

Wfthout knowing your response to these views and their bearing on the 
equally important developmt of Biology indemndently of Medicine, I would 
not venture to propose other oandidatsa; in any event the number of possible 
appointee8 with outstanding qmlificatiom is severely llmitsd. These pro- 
posals and the evaluation of Dr. #ml, as rqueatsd, are stt&Md. 

Youra s~erely, 

3oshlldl 3ederberg 
Profim4or of Qenetios 



Jaiaw 0. heel, Ph.D., 4.D. 

Dr. heel has probably done more work to popularize human genetics as a scienti- 
ficadiscipline, both among geneticists arxi clinicians, than any other one person 
in this oountiy, tie is a person with tmmerdous drive and enthusiasm and demmstrated 
adainlatratiw talent. lhere is no person with competsnt genetic training who could 
m)re effectively tmM.a tb du& tzsk of mnagi~ the affati of a biology deparlxnent 
and setting up n vigorous progrm of human gsnetim. fn this context, there is 
lAterally no one more promising for the Mixted position. By the sms token, he 
is quite un3.iM.y to amept the position unless it pmnised him the opportvrity to 
dewalop aprogra~pi~humngenatics commsurate withhis own ambition. The &.n 
oritici.sm that I muAd offer is pm&My irrelavant to the needs of the position 
and Is that Neel is -mm3 of an admirti'trator than 9 scfentist; the very inteaaity 
of his interesst in human genetics might be a drawback in the affairs of a degA,mnt 
with wider a&as. This oonnnant my be a reflection of my own bias, but I would fear 
that such fields, say, as rallnrobial ger~aties mmld not receive rmoh emphasis under 
his rrtministration. Wmver, UT, Xeel know5 !lhKdf quite well n.nd wou3.d mat under- 
take the position himsclf if he did not Be&l ho xqere ~;uald.fisd for it, ami I would 
$&U@ the StrOQJWBt waightto ht OIIL). jud@sent. Taking all circmb%es into account, 
I believe &at Vranderbiltwould be very fortunate t2 sucseed 3.3 wirlning Neel away 
from Uchigan and, in the ~ea of hutrwr: gs.m5ticsJ there is RQ one who would rmotely 
approach him in auitnhiiitiy for tha position. 

One of the obstacles is the necessity of corJBining the ~ualifimtions in qneties 
and for chairmanship 02 Biology in one person. There are ao-ne outstaodi~g ywnger 
people t&t OOuU %ile rocom&lmdod *to you in !zL%dical. gm?tise. 

SORBS othar/poseibilitiss (who are me human g%mticlaLsj 

Lloyd vi. Law +%t hdh38dS 

Bentley i&lass at Johns Hopkins 

A. C, ~llisoa ~definitely a humn gimetl&.st* 
bstween+mla.riaurd sickle~tiajj 

+Sre d.¶.sooverer of the correlation 
- at oxford, Rn&rrJ 


